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The Tale of Briar Bank [2008] (Cottage Tales of Beatrix Potter #5)

by Susan Wittig Albert (American, Cosy) Pb $13.95
Final Exam (Murder 101 Mystery #4)

by Maggie Barbieri (American, Academic) Pb $13.95
The Maya Codex
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Breach of Trust (Jason Kolarich #2)

by David Ellis (American, Suspense) Tp $32.99

Deceptions by Rebecca Frayn (English, Psychological)  Pb $22.99
Wait for Dark (Alex Delilo #5)

by Scott Frost (American, Police Procedural) Pb $19.99
Absolute Risk (Graham Gage #2)

by Steven Gore (American, Political) Pb $16.95
The Dead Women of Juarez

by Sam Hawken (American, Suspense) Tp $29.99
The Cutting (Detective Michael McCabe #1)

by James Hayman (American, Police Procedural) Pb $24.95
Blood and Ashes (Joe Hunter #5)

by Matt Hilton (English, Suspense) Tp $29.99
Cut and Run (Joe Hunter #4)

by Matt Hilton (English, Suspense) Pb $19.99
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ABBEY’S CRIME BESTSELLERS - FEBRUARY 2011
The Leopard (Harry Hole #6) by Jo Nesbo (Tp $32.95)
Follow the Money (Cliff Hardy #35) by Peter Corris (Tp $29.99)
Cat of the Century (Mrs Murphy #18) by Rita Mae Brown (Pb $13.95)
The Sentry (Joe Pike #3) by Robert Crais (Tp $32.99)
Bury Your Dead (Armand Gamache #6) by Louise Penny (Tp $29.99)
Bruno, Chief of Police (Bruno #1) by Martin Walker (Pb $14.95)
The Black Cat (Richard Jury #22) by Martha Grimes (Pb $16.95)
Truth by Peter Temple (Pb $23.95)
Curiosity Thrilled the Cat (Magical Cats Mystery #1) by Sofie Kelly (Pb $11.95)

. Stitch Me Deadly (Embroidery Mystery #2) by Amanda Lee (Pb $11.95)

. Murder Your Darlings (Algonquin Round Table #1) by J J Murphy (Pb $11.95)
. AWitch in Time (Bewitching Mystery #6) by Madelyn Alt (Pb $13.95)

. Death of a Valentine (Hamish Macbeth #26) by M C Beaton (Pb $11.95)

. The Calling of the Grave (Dr David Hunter #4) by Simon Beckett (Tp $32.95)
. Sizzle (Buchanan & Renard #8) by Julie Garwood (Pb $13.95)

. Blood Count by Robert Goddard (Tp $32.95)

. Painted Ladies (Spenser #39) by Robert B Parker (Tp $32.99)

. Crime by Ferdinand von Schirach (Tp $29.95)

. Djibouti by EImore Leonard (Tp $32.99)

. Wheel of Fate (Roger the Chapman #19) by Kate Sedley (Tp $27.95)
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Economics & Politics

How to Change
the World

Tales of Marx and Marxism -,
Eric Hobsbawm

480pp Hb $55.00 -
In the 144 years since Karl Marx’s
Das Kapital (3 vols Tp $35 each),

Marxism has been embraced by millions in the
name of equality, and just as dramatically has
fallen from grace with the retreat of communism
from the Western world. But as the free market
reaches its extreme limits in the economic

and environmental fallout, a reassessment of
capitalism’s most vigorous and eloquent enemy
has never been more timely. Hobsbawm provides
a fascinating and insightful overview, analysing the
spectacular reversal of Marxism’s fortunes over the
past 30 years.

The Unf nished

HOW TO CHANGE
THE WORLD

; THE

Global Revolution UHEINISHED
The Limits of Nations GL_B_L

R_V_LUTION

and the Pursuit of a i

New Politics -t
Mark Malloch Brown .
272pp Hb $49.95 -

The ex-Deputy Secretary-General

of the UN writes an intimate portrait of the
politicians he has watched and advised, including
Kofi Annan, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, George Bush
and Jacques Chirac. This book is also a political
history of governments that have failed to match
the demands placed on them by those they
govern, and lays out a much-needed agenda for
the management of globalisation. Brown calls for
stronger international institutions that revive rather
than replace national government, an enhanced
role for non-governmental organisations and
business, and above all, global rather than national
policies on core issues such as the environment,
poverty, migration and security. He argues that
leadership in the modern age is no longer the
province of CEOs or Presidents with an iron control
of their offices. The demand now is for those
leaders who are able to reach across cultures and
shareholders to build an alliance of common action
from apparently disparate interests. It requires a
multicultural sensibility, an emotional intelligence,
and places value on listening, persuading and
understanding different points of view.

Making the Future
The Unipolar

Imperial Moment CHOMSKY
Noam Chomsky MAKING THE
272pp Pb $19.95 F”T“ng-,
Chomsky takes on a wide range , =
of hot-button issues including the
ongoing financial crisis, Obama'’s
presidency, the limits of the two-party system,
nuclear Iran, Afghanistan, Israel-Palestine,
corporate power and the future of American
politics. Laced throughout his critiques are
expressions of commitment to democracy and the
power of popular struggles. “Progressive legislation
and social welfare”, he writes, “have been won
by popular struggles, not gifts from above. Those
struggles follow a cycle of success and setback.
They must be waged every day, not just once
every four years, always with the goal of creating
a genuinely responsive democratic society, from
the voting booth to the workplace”. This is fierce,
accessible, timely, gloves-off political writing by
one of the world’s foremost intellectual and political
dissidents.

NOAM

The Price of
Everything

The Cost of Birth, the Price
of Death, and the Value of
Everything in Between
Eduardo Porter

304pp Tp $35.00 "°
Why is a life saved from a terrorist attack felt

to be worth two saved from a natural disaster?
Why are men more valuable than women?
Why do Americans tip when Europeans don’t?
And how can orange juice be used to predict
the weather? Porter starts with a simple idea:
behind every decision we make lies a price,
whether that's buying a cup of coffee, taking

a new job, or deciding to become a parent.
Prices are the invisible thread that connect and
explain our society, economy, culture, mistakes
and successes. Revealing connections that are
ingenious and unexpected, he shows the price
of things - work, happiness, faith, family and
the future - is fundamental to both our everyday
behaviour and to civilisation as we know it.

Triumph of the City

How Our Greatest
Invention Makes Us
Richer, Smarter, Greener,
Healthier and Happier
Edward Glaeser
456pp

In 2009, for the first time in

history, more than half the world’s population

lived in cities. In a time when family, friends and
co-workers are a call, text or email away, 3.3
billion people on this planet still choose to crowd
together in high-rises, subways and buses. Not
too long ago, it looked like our cities were dying,
but in fact they boldly threw themselves into the
information age, adapting and evolving to become
the gateways to a globalised and interconnected
world. Now more than ever, the well-being of
human society depends upon our knowledge of
how the city lives and breathes. Understanding
the modern city and the powerful forces within it,
is Harvard urban economist Glaeser’s life’s work.
Travelling from city to city, speaking to planners
and politicians across the world, he uncovers
questions large and small: Should New Orleans
be rebuilt? Is London the new financial capital of
the world? Is my job headed to Bangalore? From
Mumbai to Paris, Rio to Shanghai — he takes us
into the mind of the modern city to reveal how
cities think, and what wisdom they share with the
people who inhabit them.
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Decent Capitalism

A Blueprint for Reforming

Our Economies

Christian Kellermann, Hansjorg Herr

& Sebastian Dullie 240pp Pb $39.95
The GFC, created by finance capitalism, has
brought us to the economic abyss. The excessive
freedom of international markets has rapidly
transformed into international panic, with states
struggling to rescue and bail out a globalised
financial sector. Reform is promised by our
leaders, but in governments dominated by financial
interests, there is little hope of meaningful change.
This book takes a different approach and argues
for a response that addresses capitalism’s
systemic tendency towards crisis. The authors
develop a concept of a moderated capitalism that
keeps its core strengths intact, while reducing its
inherent destructive political forces.

PHiLosorPHY & RELIGION

Driving with Plato

The Meaning of Life’s
Milestones
Robert Rowland Smith
256pp Tp $32.99
If life is meaningless, as Sartre
suggests, what is the point of
being born? What does Freud
have to say about losing one’s
virginity? Or Nietzsche about having a mid-life
crisis? From birth to death (and beyond), the best
brains in history have thought long and hard about
the meaning behind the landmarks that shape our
lives - and now acclaimed popular philosopher
Rowland Smith brings their genius together for
the first time in this smart, witty and accessible
journey through life’s ups and downs. Drawing
on philosophy, art, literature and psychology, he
explores the real meaning of the hoops we all
have to jump through. You'll hear from Avristotle on
starting school, learn from St Paul about falling in
love and get tips from Cicero on becoming wise in
your old age.

Darwinism and the W, "
Divine _

R

Evolutionary Thought 2
and Natural Theology
Alister McGrath

320pp Tp $39.95
McGrath examines the ;
implications of evolutionary
thought for natural theology, from the time of
Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (Pb $11.95)

to current debates on creationism and intelligent
design. He questions whether Darwin’s theory of
natural selection really shook our fundamental
beliefs, or whether it served to transform and
illuminate our views on the origins and meaning of
life. He brings together material from a variety of
disciplines - including the history of ideas, historical
and systematic theology, evolutionary biology

and the cognitive science of religion - to consider
how Christian belief has adapted to Darwinism.
A thought-provoking exploration of 21st-century
views on evolutionary thought and natural theology.

The Complete World of
the Dead Sea Scrolls
Philip Davies, George
Brooke & Phillip Callaway
216pp Tp $39.95
This is a fully illustrated volume
on the discovery, meaning and
significance of all the Dead Sea
Scrolls by acknowledged experts
in the field. Offering intriguing historical and
religious insights into the period of authorship, from
Babylon to Bar Kokhba, and expert interpretation
of the manuscripts using palaeography,

Carbon-14 dating and computer reconstructions,

it includes fact files, tables, reconstructions, scroll
photographs and a guide to where to see the
scrolls today.

ROBERT ROWLRND SMITH

The Dead Sea Scrolls

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE - ANY AMOUNT

Abbey’s Bookshop

15

131 York St, Sydney NSW 2000
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SCIENCE

Fifty Plants B R
that Changed the
Course of History Fifty Plants
Bill Laws 224pp Hb $35.00 | i
Plants are ubiquitous, such a 4 EI"“‘”'-‘
common feature of the world -y & %\\_I
around us, yet we rarely stop

to consider the profound impact they have on

our everyday lives. We give flowers on special
occasions, spend many dedicated hours nurturing
gardens, use them for dyes and construction, and
turn them into cosmetics and medicines. We are
also entirely dependent on them for sustenance -
even when we eat meat, those animals have been
raised on plants. This is a beautifully presented
guide to the plants that have had the greatest
impact on human civilisation. Entries range

from crops like rice and wheat that feed whole
populations, to herbs and spices highly prized for
their medicinal qualities. Weaving together strands
of economic, political and industrial history, this

is a fascinating look at the most influential plants
known to mankind.
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The Natural History of Sydney

Daniel Lunney, Pat Hutchings

& Dieter Hochuli 438pp Tp $75.00
Is the natural history of

Sydney so camouflaged it will
not survive? How similar is
Cumberland Plain Woodland

to other coastal valley grassy
woodlands in NSW? What does
the future hold for the koalas of
Campbelltown? Are the yuppie
bandicoots of the inner west

in hiding or urban renewal?

In this original and in-depth study, the authors
answer these and many other questions. They
cover a wide range of topics on the natural history
of Sydney, from Aboriginal rock art depictions of
fauna to what Darwin actually saw in Sydney in
1836, from museum collections to Council wildlife
programs and observations on the potential loss of
threatened species.

The Natural
History of Sydney

The Beginning of Inf nity

Explanations that Transform the World
David Deutsch 480pp Hb $49.95
Deutsch explores the unlimited THE
scope and power of the BUEFﬁnl‘ingN'G
big issues that inform our

understanding of how the
physical world works. He looks
at the philosophy of science from
an uncompromising perspective
and reaches startling new
conclusions about the nature

of human choice, scientific
explanation and the evolution of culture. This
opens a door to a whole new way of thinking about
free will, creativity, the laws of nature, the origin
and future of our species, reality and beyond - and
reveals that all these things have a fundamental
place in our universe. And human beings, he
argues, are the most significant entities in the
cosmic scheme of things. Everything - not only
science and mathematics, but morality, politics
and aesthetics - is within the reach of reason.

In this bold, uncompromising and all-embracing
intellectual exploration, he shows us that within
the universal laws of physics, there are no limits to
progress.

THE WORLD

DAVID
DEUTSCH

Tribal Science

Brains, Beliefs
and Bad Ideas
Mike McRae
272pp Tp $32.95 _
McRae — Australia’s next-gen Dr 3,1{‘:“ LB 4 lia;
Karl - argues that humans didn’t
evolve to do science, but to get
along in tribes. Survival depended more on social
connections than understanding the universe,

but somehow science - the quest for objective
knowledge - developed anyway. He shows how
our tribal brains are driven by beliefs and biases
and the need to belong, and how this social way

of thinking meddles with our capacity to think
critically. From here he charts an intriguing history
of science, from the emergence of critical enquiry
among early philosophers, to the development of
the scientific method, major scientific discoveries
and bizarre delusions, and our current dependence
on modern medicine and technology. He looks at
how our tribal brains manipulate science and why,
in an age of evidence and enlightenment, we still
cling to superstitions, beliefs and bad ideas — from
‘clinically proven’ cosmetics to bogus medical
treatments and other miracles of pseudoscience.
Finally, he considers the future of knowledge and
the vital place of critical thinking in an information-
saturated digital world.

The Tell-Tale Brain
V S Ramachandran
Ramachandran has exploded
the boundaries of modern
science - so much so that he
has been praised by Richard
Dawkins as a latter-day Marco
Polo. A specialist in brain
damage, he is famous for an
instinctive, intuitive approach
to neurological disorders that
has led him to successfully
‘amputate’ phantom limbs, as well as solving

the riddles of apotemnophilia (an obsession

with self-amputation) and Capgrass syndrome
(where patients who are in all other respects fully
recovered become convinced that their loved ones
are imposters). He explores why the human brain
is so unique and how it became so enchantingly
complex. Taking us to the frontiers of neurology, he
reveals what baffling and extreme case studies can
teach us about the brain and how it evolved.

The Hidden Reality

Parallel Universes and
the Deep Laws of the
Cosmos
Brian Greene

384pp Hb $49.95
Greene explores our most
current understanding of the
universe, its deepest laws of
nature and our continuing quest to know more.
He reveals how major developments in different
branches of fundamental theoretical physics
- relativistic, quantum, cosmological, unified,
computational - have all led us to consider one or
another kind of parallel universe. In some, they are
separated from us by enormous stretches of space
or time, in others they are hovering millimetres
away, in others still the very notion of their location
proves to be a concept beyond our reach. Most
extraordinarily, he shows how all of these parallel
universe proposals emerge unbidden from the
mathematics of theories developed to explain
conventional data and observations of the cosmos.

384pp Tp $35.00

Y. RAMACHARDRAN

The Hidden
Reality

Brian Greene

Parallel
Universes and
The Deep
Laws of The
Cosmos

Incoming

Or, Why We Should Stop
Worrying and Learn to
Love the Meteorite

Ted Nield 272pp Hb $45.00
We imagine meteorites as bringers
of death and destruction, but in
this riveting and lively challenge to
orthodox thinking, Nield describes
how meteorites may have helped create life on
earth. He argues that one of the most widely
known scientific theories - that dinosaurs were
wiped out by a strike 65 million years ago - isn't
the whole picture, and that the causes of the
end-Cretaceous mass extinction (of which the
dinosaurs’ demise was a part) were much more
varied and complex. Meteorites have been the stuff
of legend throughout human history, interpreted as
omens of doom or objects of power. But only in the
18th century, when the study of falling space debris
became a science, were meteorites used to unlock
the mysteries of our universe. This book traces

the history of meteorites from the first recorded
strike to the video recordings made routinely

today, showing how our interpretations have varied
according to the age in which they fell, and how
meteorite impacts were given fresh urgency with
the advent of the atomic bomb.

Quirk
Brain Science Makes
Sense of Your Peculiar '

: D,
Personality
Hannah Holmes “
288pp Pb $24.95 .‘
As a highly social species, \ll’
humans have to navigate
among an astonishing variety
of personalities. But how did
all these different permutations come about? And
what purpose do they serve? With her trademark
wit and sly humour, Holmes takes readers into the
amazing world of personality and modern brain
science. Using the Five Factor Model, which slices
temperaments into the major factors (Extraversion,
Neuroticism, Agreeableness, Conscientiousness
and Openness) and minor facets (such as
impulsive, artistic or cautious), she demonstrates
how our genes and brains dictate which factors
and facets each of us displays.

The Secret Language of Cats
The Body Language of Feline Bodies

The Secret Language of Dogs

The Body Language of Furry Bodies
Heather Dunphy each 192pp Pb $19.99
Cats are often thought to be
solitary and hard to read, but if
you know what to look for, they
possess a secret language that
relies on expressions, body
postures and noises.

-

Known as ‘man’s best friend’
for a reason, dogs are
scientifically proven to enhance
our quality of life.

Dunphy shows how to interpret
what our pets are telling us,
and explains how they, in turn,
interpret our body language
and communicate with us. She
also addresses common health
and behavioural problems, and suggests ways to
strengthen the bond with your cat or dog.

www.abbeys.com.au
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MISCELLANEOUS

The Checklist
Manifesto

How to Get Things Right
Atul Gawande
224pp Pb $24.99

Today we find ourselves in
possession of stupendous
know-how, which we willingly
place in the hands of the most
highly skilled people. But avoidable failures are
common, and the reason is simple: the volume and
complexity of our knowledge has exceeded our
ability to consistently deliver it - correctly, safely or
efficiently. In this groundbreaking book, Gawande
makes a compelling argument for the Checklist,
which he believes to be the most promising
method available in preventing failure. Whether
following a recipe, investing millions of dollars in a
company, or building a skyscraper, the checklist is
an essential tool in virtually every area of our lives.
This book explains how breaking down complex,
high-pressure tasks into small steps can radically
improve everything from airline safety to heart
surgery survival rates.

A\TUL GAWANDE

Is Dementia a Bigger Word
?
Than Cancer? s DEMENTIA

Dr Ross Colquhoun

192pp Tp $29.95 .
Dementia will soon be the ﬂ @
major cause of disability and 23
death, outstripping cancer, heart . .
disease and stroke, imposing .

a massive burden on families,
health systems and economies
worldwide. This book aims to prepare people for
dementia. It clearly explains what you might expect
and what you can do. Early diagnosis provides
many benefits: symptoms like memory loss may
not be dementia, but may be normal or treatable;
interventions can delay onset or slow progress and
new medications are just around the corner; early
diagnosis protects sufferers’ rights and allows them
a say in their care before it is too late.

The Net Delusion
How Not to Liberate the World
Evgeny Morozov 432pp Pb $29.95

Does free information mean free
people? At the start of the 21st
century, we were promised that
the internet would liberate the
world. We could come together HOw wor 10
as never before, and from Iran’s
‘twitter revolution’ to Facebook
‘activism’, technological innovation
would spread democracy to
oppressed peoples everywhere.
We couldn’t have been more wrong. Morozov
destroys this myth, arguing that ‘internet freedom’
is an illusion and that technology has failed to help
protect people’s rights. Not only that — in many
cases the internet is actually helping authoritarian
regimes. From China and Russia to Iran,
oppressive governments are using cyberspace to
stifle dissent: planting clandestine propaganda,
employing sophisticated digital censorship

and using online surveillance. We are all being
manipulated in more subtle ways too — becoming
pacified by the net, instead of truly engaging.

This book is a wake-up call. It shows us how our
misplaced faith in cyber-utopia means the West
risks missing the real opportunities.

LIBERATE THE WORLD

Consumer Republic

Using Brands to Get

What You Want, Make
Corporations Behave,
And Maybe Even Save the
World .
Bruce Philp 288pp Tp $32.95

Brands make corporations accountable for their
actions and, especially now, they give those
corporations something valuable to lose if they

fail us. This book faces consumers with that
power, explains how we got it, then shows how
the choices we make at the cash register can
change our own lives, the way corporations go to
market and, ultimately, our entire way of life. Just
as an engaged citizen is essential to an effective
democracy, so an engaged consumer is the key to
a sustainable free market. This is a challenge to
all of us to vote with our money - and to marketers
to be ready for a future in which they will face their
customers eye to eye.

To Die For

Is Fashion Wearing

Out the World?

Lucy Siegle 352pp Tp $32.99
Coming at a time when the GFC
and contraction of consumer
spending is ushering in a new
epoch for the fashion industry, Siegle, Ethical
Living columnist for the Observer, offers a very
plausible vision of how green could really be the
new black. Taking particular issue with our current
mania for both big-name labels and cheap fashion,
she sets an agenda for the urgent changes that
can and need to be made by both the industry and
the consumer. Far from outlining a future of drab,
ethical clothing, she believes it is indeed possible
to be an ‘ethical fashionista’, simply by being
aware of how and where (and by whom) clothing
is manufactured. Refocusing the debate squarely
back on the importance of basic consumer rights,
this book reveals the truth behind cut price,

bulk fashion and the importance of purchasing
decisions, advocating the case for a new
sustainable design era where we are assured of
value for money: ethically, morally and financially.

Wilful Blindness

Why We Ignore the
Obvious at Our Peril
Margaret Heffernan
400pp Tp $35.00
In the 2006 case of the US
Government vs Enron, the

presiding judge instructed the

WILFUL
BLINDNESS
jurors to take account of the

concept of wilful blindness as they reached their
verdict about whether the chief executives of the
disgraced energy corporation were guilty. It was
not enough for the defendants to say they did not
know what was going on; that they had not seen
anything. The guilty verdict sent shivers down the
spine of the corporate world. Drawing on a wide
array of sources - from psychological studies and
social statistics to interviews with the relevant
protagonists - Heffernan examines what it is about
human nature that makes us so prone to wilful
blindness. Taught from infancy to obey authority,
and absorbing the importance of selective vision
as a key social skill, humans exacerbate their
tendency to become institutionalised by joining
organisations which are run by like-minded people.
In the tradition of Malcolm Gladwell and Nassim
Nicholas Taleb, this thought-provoking book forces
open our eyes.

Too D For

MARGARET HEFFERNAN

In Too Deep

BP and the Drilling Race
That Took it Down

Stanley Reed
& Alison Fitzgerald
240pp Hb $32.95

In 2005, 15 workers were killed
when BP's Texas City refinery
exploded. In 2006, corroded
pipes owned by BP led to an oil spill in Alaska.
Then in 2010, 11 BP contract workers were killed
in the Gulf of Mexico's Macondo well blowout. By
the time it plugged the hole at the bottom of the
Gulf, BP had become the biggest oil polluter in

US history, dwarfing the notorious Exxon Valdez,
the oil tanker whose drunken captain ran his

ship aground in Prince William Sound off Alaska.
Stanley Reed, who has been covering BP for
over 10 years, and investigative reporter Alison
Fitzgerald show there is likely a reason that it was
a BP well that blew out, and not one that belonged
to Exxon or Shell - and that the blame may lie

in BP's culture of risk-taking and hard focus on
financial results.

Twelve Steps to a
Compassionate Life
Karen Armstrong T'WELVE
224pp Tp$29.95 STEPS
After the bestselling The Case

for God (Pb $24.95), Armstrong l l [", I_
makes the case for compassion - E
- an urgent appeal to establish

empathy and altruism at the centre of our private
and public lives. Since time immemorial, religion
has enhanced our altruistic tendencies: all faiths
insist that the Golden Rule is the test of true
spirituality - “Always treat others as you wish to

be treated yourself”. Taking as her starting point
the teachings of the great world religions, she
demonstrates in 12 practical steps how we can
bring compassion to the forefront of our lives.
These steps reveal the inadequacies of our
knowledge of ourselves and others, enabling us to
unlock our potential for understanding, empathy
and altruism that can be translated into acts of
kindness and charity.

The Language Wars .
A History of LANGUAGE
WARS

Proper English
Henry Hitchings

416pp Hb $39.95  yibrupy =
The English language is a >
battlefield. Since the age of H?ﬁPE_ ﬂ_
Shakespeare, arguments == ENGLISH
over correct usage have KENSEINIEHIN
been acrimonious, and those
involved have always really been contesting
values - to do with morality, politics and class.
Hitchings examines the present state of the
conflict, explores the most persistent issues to do
with English and unpacks the history of ‘proper’
usage. He examines grammar rules, regional
accents, swearing, spelling, dictionaries, political
correctness and the role of electronic media in
reshaping language. He also takes a look at such
niggling concerns as the split infinitive, elocution
and text messaging. Peopled with intriguing
characters - such as Jonathan Swift, H W Fowler
and George Orwell, as well as the more disparate
figures of Lewis Carroll, Buffy the Vampire Slayer
and Lenny Bruce - this is an essential volume
for anyone interested in the state of the English
language today or intrigued about its future.

www.abbeys.com.au
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From EVE ABBEY

Here’s a recommendation for those of you interested in British
politics during the 20th century. Climbing the Bookshelves
by Shirley Williams ($55 Hb, $27.99 Pb, 432pp) is the
autobiography of a woman who took part in most of the
changes in Britain since the Second World War. Daughter of
the famous writer and feminist Vera Brittain, she grew up in

a household constantly aware of the political scene and she
was fascinated by politics all her life. She was evacuated to
America during the war for several years, so also had an understanding of the
American view. She was a Minister in the Labor governments of both Harold
Wilson and Jim Callaghan, and was one of the Gang of Four who founded
the Social Democratic Party. She knew an awful lot of people and still, in her
seventies, contributes to democracy, and not only in her role as a Professor
at the Harvard University’s School of Government. If you lived in Britain at this
time, you will relish her insider’s view of the history you lived through.

| was anxious to read Gail Jones’ new novel, as | was sorry her book Sorry
($24.95 Pb) didn’t win the Miles Franklin in 2008, although on the other hand

| was glad Steven Carroll received the recognition he deserved for his trilogy
The Art of the Engine Driver, The Gift of Speed and The Time We Have
Taken (all $24.99 Pb), extolling the quiet changes in a Melbourne suburb
over the decades. Gail's earlier books were Dreams of Speaking, Sixty
Lights and Black Mirror (all $24.95 Pb). Her new book, inspired by Kenneth
Slessor’s poem, is called Five Bells: Four Individuals, One [y
Radiant Sydney Day ($29.95 Pb 216pp). Ellie, a young woman,
newly arrived in Sydney, is remembering her adolescence in EELLS
Western Australia; another woman, an Irish journalist, newly

arrived, is remembering her beloved brother; an older Chinese | : ‘

woman is remembering the horrors of the re-education camps
and her life in Australia; and an unhappy young man, who had

been the teenage lover of Ellie, has arranged to meet her after many years.
It begins sketchily, but builds to a most satisfying round. | thought the Irish
episodes the least successful, but continue to admire this intelligent and
perceptive writing. Recommended indeed.

Remember Abbey'’s is one of the very few bookshops in the world to stock
ALL the titles in the Loeb Classical Library distributed by Harvard University
Press (all Hb $44.95). These are facing-page, dual-language titles in Greek
(green covers) or Latin (red covers). We can only do this because of you, our
clever customers. If they didn't sell, we couldn’t stock them.

We now have another series distributed by Harvard University Press called
the Dumbarton Oaks Medieval Library. These present original Byzantine
Greek, Medieval Latin and Old English texts with facing-page translations in
English. The first three titles have just arrived (all Hb $49.95). They are The
Vulgate Bible: Vol #1 The Pentateuch in the Douay-Rheims, a translation
from the 16th century. There will be five volumes in this set. Also arrived is
The Beowulf Manuscript, edited and translated by Robert Fulk, Professor
at Bloomington University. This also includes, from the sole surviving Beowulf
manuscript, Passion of St Christopher, Wonders of the East, Letter of
Alexander the Great to Aristotle, and the poem Judith. The third title is The
Arundel Lyrics / The Poems of Hugh Primas, edited and translated by
Christopher McDonough, Emeritus Professor of Classics at the University

of Toronto. These are all out of my range, but | am sure Abbey’s will have
some scholars and readers who will be fascinated to see these classics made
available.

Of course, we do have other editions of Beowulf, not least the verse
translation by Seamus Heaney, edited by Daniel Donoghue in the Norton
Critical edition ($32.95 Pb). This also includes a glossary of personal names
and very extensive bibliography, plus the web address for you to hear Heaney
read 600 lines of his translation.

I notice the 16th edition of The Chicago Manual of Style in our
Writing & Publishing section ($105 Hb 1,056pp). 16th edition
really says something, doesn't it? It must be a major job to

keep this famous standard up to date. | also noticed an obituary
in February for John Pitson, the originator of the Australian —_—
Government's Style Manual: For Authors, Editors and

Printers, now in its 6th edition ($44.95 Hb 550pp).

Lots of our customers have been buying Puzzled: Secrets and Clues from a
Life Lost in Words by David Astle ($29.99 Pb 424pp), who sets crosswords
some days for the Sydney Morning Herald and is the adjudicator on the SBS
program Letters and Numbers. Although called a memoir, it is really a rave
about the history of word games, puzzles, quizzes and other brain-teasers.
There are some puzzles (and solutions) at the end, but you get lots of clues
for solving some of those other tortures, not least cryptic crosswords. Upstairs
in our Games section you can find your own brand of amusement, from
Chess, Scrabble and Sudoku to Tredoku, Card Games and even Enigma

3: The Big Book of Mathematical Brain Teasers and Games of Logic
($39.95 Hb 384pp).

Chicago

Whilst upstairs you can browse around in the stock of
Language Book Centre, which has dictionaries for languages
from Arabic to Yoruba (I think that's something like 104
languages). In the English as a Second Language section,

| found a very new type of dictionary called The Oxford
Collocations Dictionary for Students of English ($69.95
Hb 992pp, incl CD-ROM for pronunciation). I'm none too sure
how to pronounce this, but it's a dictionary which suggests
many adjectives and adverbs which can usually go with a
noun. For instance, next to “mist”, you are offered “dense, heavy, thick” efc,
then it moves on to “be shrouded in” and “vanish in". A really useful book.

| took it to mean co-locations, but maybe collocations is a new word in the
world of linguistics? An excellent idea with 250,000 offerings.

While shelving in poetry, | found a little treasure for someone.
This is The Peacock and the Buffalo: The Poetry of
Nietzsche ($56 Hb 388pp) in a bilingual edition translated

by James Luchte. Students of European philosophy should
take a look at this. A friend was in a music shop recently and
overheard someone asking for anything about Osbert Sitwell.
The reply was “the only place you'll get something like that is
at Abbey’s”. Too true.

Did you notice the stir in the paper about a book which won the Biography
category of the Costa Book Award and the publisher felt was not belng
properly promoted in Australia? This subtle and sensitive :
book is The Hare with Amber Eyes by Edmund de Waal
($39.95 354pp), a small hardback now with a colourful
photographic band around the dust jacket. The paperback is
due this month ($24.95). The author is a renowned English
potter who uses a very valuable collection of netsuke (little
sculptures used to tie the sash of men’s kimonos) to lead
him on a voyage to trace his family. This family was the
fabulously wealthy Ephrussi, originally grain merchants
from Odessa, but later famous bankers. We watch as de
Waal imagines the life of Charles, a dandy and patron in Paris at the turn

of the 19th century, and then - with the aid of letters, photographs, novels
and magazines of the time - travels to Vienna to a Palais on the Ringstrasse
surrounded by works of art, and ultimately to the terrible treatment of Jews in
Vienna as the Second World War overtakes these good citizens. The netsuke
collection is saved by their maid Anna, hidden in her apron and her mattress,
until one of the daughters returns in 1945. The collection ends up displayed
again in Tokyo in a vitrine owned by one of the sons, who has become a
businessman in Japan and lives with his Japanese male lover. A fascinating
story which has much to remind people today. Such displays of wealth are
seldom seen now — more likely to be a huge motor boat!

The Francis Forbes Society for Australian Legal History is calling for entries
in their Essay Competition. The award for 2010 was won by Sarah Webster
of Cecil Hills High School for her essay on the Forgotten Generation. Go to
www.forbessociety.org.au for information.

Some of you will be interested in the Australian Romance Readers
Convention to be held at the Swiss Grand Resort & Spa at Bondi Beach from
Fri 25 to Sun 27 March. Galaxy Bookshop sponsor the Paranormal Romance
Award at this convention, which is for readers, but of course many writers will
be there, including keynote speakers Anna Campbell, Nalini Singh and Cindy
Gerard. For more details visit www.australianromancereaders.com.au.

My very dear friend Joyce Nicholson died on 30 January. She was 91 and
packed a great many good things into that long life. Always generous and
fair-minded, Joyce took over from her father the running of D W Thorpe Pty
Ltd, publishers of book trade journals. It was Joyce who, in effect, began
the printing of Australian Books in Print. Before that booksellers had to
consult the various catalogues put out by publishers. Just look at what it
has blossomed into - now a database combined with books from all over
the world. Joyce was a Founding Member of the Women’s Electoral Lobby,
Sisters Publishing and the National Book Council; she has left a superb
collection of books about women to the Melbourne University, along with
money to maintain it. Joyce wrote around 25 books, mostly about women
and children, but also about bridge and games for children. Dear, wonderful
Joyce, | hope there are more like her.

EDMUND DE WAAL
THE HARE
WITH
AMBER
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If you are after one of the fine titles from
Cambridge University Press, please ask.
We stock virtually all titles held by Cambridge
in Australia, plus a few more!
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NonN-FicTIioN

1. The King’s Speech: How One Man Saved
the British Monarchy by Mark Logue &
Peter Conradi (Pb $29.95)

2. The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Hidden
Inheritance by Edmund De Waal (Hb $39.95)

3. Bird Cloud by Annie Proulx (Tp $27.99)

The Way They Were: The View from the

Hill of the 25 Years that Remade Australia

by Alan Ramsey (Tp $34.95)

Listen to This by Alex Ross (Tp $35.00)
Sydney by Delia Falconer (Hb $29.95)
Letters and Numbers SBS TV (Pb $14.95)

Joanna: The Notorious Queen of Naples,
Jerusalem and Sicily by Nancy Goldstone
(Hb $49.99)

9. Botany Bay: The Real Story
by Alan Frost (Tp $32.95)

10. Levant: Splendour and Catastophe on the
Mediterranean by Philip Mansel (Hb $59.99)

Editor: Ann Leahy
Contributors: Eve Abbey, Lindy Jones & Ann Leahy
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FicTioN

1. Five Bells by Gail Jones (Tp $29.95)
2. True Grit (Film Tie-in)
by Charles Portis (Pb $22.99)
3. The Little Coffee Shop of Kabul
by Deborah Rodriguez (Tp $32.95)
4. The Legion (Cato #10)
by Simon Scarrow (Tp $29.99)
5. The Finkler Question
by Howard Jacobson (Tp $32.99)
6.  The Berlin Novels (Vintage Classic)
by Christopher Isherwood (Pb $12.95)
7. Hand Me Down World
by Lloyd Jones (Tp $32.95)
8. Tothe End of the Land
by David Grossman (Tp $35.00)
9. The Shelly Beach Writers’ Group
by June Loves (Tp $29.95)
10. Tinkers by Paul Harding (Pb $24.95)

Binding Key
Pb Paperback
Tp Trade paperback (slightly larger than Pb)
Hb Hardback

Now IN PAPERBACK

FicTioNn

Mr Rosenblum’s List:

Or Friendly Guidance for the
Aspiring Englishman

by Natasha Solomons $22.99

A charming novel about an
irrepressible man, his long-suffering
wife and a very English dream.

The Summer Without Men

by Siri Hustvedt $25.00

An exhilarating tragicomedy about the war of the
sexes and what makes women tick.

Blueeyedboy by Joanne Harris $24.95

A gripping psychological thriller played out in
cyberspace. From the bestselling author of
Chocolat (Pb $24.95).

The Thousand Autumns of Jacob De Zoet

by David Mitchell $24.99

The number one bestselling novel by “just about
the most audacious, thrilling and, above all,
entertaining young British novelist there is.” -
Observer

ROSEMN BL\,PX

w

NonN-FicTioNn

A Journey by Tony Blair $35.00

In 1997, Tony Blair won the biggest Labour
victory in history, ending 18 years of Conservative
government. This memoir reveals his unique
political and personal journey.

How to Live by Sarah Bakewell $24.95

Part biography, part self-help. An original, funny
and moving portrait of Montaigne, Renaissance
nobleman and essayist.

Some Girls by Jillian Lauren $24.95 &

A jaw-dropping story of how a girl
from the suburbs ends up in a
prince’s harem and emerges from
the secret Xanadu both richer and
wiser.

Beneath Hill 60

by Will Davies $24.95

The story of the Australian miners and soldiers who
tunnelled under Hill 60 near Ypres and eventually
broke through to create a new frontline, helping to
enable the march to Berlin.

When China Rules the World: The Rise of the
Middle Kingdom and the End of the Western
World by Jacques Martin $26.95

Showing how China’s impact may not just be
economic, but cultural, this book explains the
deeper meaning of China’s rise to power.

Manufacturing Depression: The Secret History
of a Modern Disease by Gary Greenberg $24.99

Has the antidepressant industry manufactured not
only an iliness, but an idea of humanity that denies
our full potential?

Nurtureshock: Why Everything We Thought
About Children is Wrong

by Po Bronson & Ashley Merryman $24.95
Demonstrates that our best intentions with children
have been our worst ideas, using scientific studies
to prove that our instincts and received wisdom are
all wrong.

Priceless: The Myth of Fair Value

(and How to Take Advantage of it)

by William Poundstone $26.95

Poundstone reveals the hidden psychology
of value, arguing that prices are a collective
hallucination.

The Age of Absurdity: ﬂ_ i
Why Modern Life Makes it g A
Hard to be Happy S=eal

by Michael Foley $19.99
A wry take on how contemporary
culture is antithetical to happiness.

Future Babble: Why Expert

Predictions Are Next to Worthless, and You Can
Do Better by Dan Gardner $35.00

Bestselling author of Risk: The Politics of Fear
(Pb $35) returns with a fascinating and accessible
book that uses landmark research to debunk the
whole expert prediction industry, exploring the
psychology of our obsession with the future.

1492: The Year Our World Began

by Felipe Fernandez-Armesto $24.99

Events that began in 1492 transformed the

whole ecological system of the planet. Wars and
witchcraft, plagues and persecutions, poetry and
prophecy, science and magic, art and faith - all the
glories and follies of the time are here in this book.
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TRADING HOURS

Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri.....cocuuu... 8.30am - 7pm

Thursday .......oceveeeneeesneeennnns 8.30am - 9pm

Saturday 8.30am - 6pm

Sunday 10.00am - 5pm
DELIVERY

Anywhere in Australia
Items Ordered  Total Delivery Cost

1-5 $6.50
6+ FREE
ABBEY’S CARD

Ask for an Abbey’s Card so your purchases earn you
Reward Dollars, which can be used to purchase any
items from us and are issued every 6 months:

Purchase Over* Reward $
$300 20
$400 25
$500 35
$600 45
$700 55
$800 65
$900 75
$1000 $10 for every $100 spent

* during every 6 month period ended 30 June and 31 Dec

;/%% GIFT VOUCHERS

” Available in any denomination, with
no expiry date. Redeemable at Abbey’s Bookshop,
Language Book Centre and Galaxy Bookshop.

PARKING
Spend $50 or more at Abbey’s Bookshop, Language
Book Centre or Galaxy Bookshop, present your QVB
Wilson Parking ticket and get $5 off your purchase.

Calling from
outside Sydney?

Language Book
Centre has a toll
free number:

Over 90,000 books
at your fingertips

C www.abbeys.com.au_

Fast search by
e Title ®Author e Keyword

1800 802 432

Easy browsing and secure ordering
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