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The Future of Us
Jay Asher & Carolyn Mackler
Emma gets a new computer from her father 
as a sort of consolation prize because he's 
moved to Florida with his new family. Her 
used-to-be best friend and neighbour Josh 
gives her a CD-Rom with 100 free hours of 
the new fad, Internet. When Emma loads it, 
she stumbles across a Facebook entry. Which 
wouldn't surprise, except it's 1996, and Emma 
is suddenly reading about her future! As the 
two discover, they can see 15 years into the 
future - for themselves and their friends - 
and not everything seems to be what they 
thought they might get - so, of course, 
they try to change the present. Clever and 
entertaining for readers 14+. 356pp Pb $16.99

Sea Hearts
Margo Lanagan
Best known for her thoughtful, interesting 
and slightly surreal short stories, this 
full-length novel contains elements that 
Lanagan's fans will recognise. On the 
island of Rollrock, young boys gather sea 
hearts for their mothers to eat. They have 
no sisters, and their fathers are mostly 
fishermen, but their mothers are all 
beautiful women with a sense of mystery 
about them. Misskaella is ugly, but she 
has what every man on the island needs 
- the power to bring them sea-wives, and 
she uses this to bind them all to her. A 
beautifully rendered and lyrically written 
tale that takes the myth of the Selkies, and 
breathes delicate and strange new life into 
it. Any age from 14 up. 360pp Pb $19.99

My Sister Lives 
on the Mantelpiece
Annabel Pitcher
When Jamie was five, his older 
sister Rose died in a terrorist 
attack. Five years on, his parents 
have split, Rose's twin sister 
Jasmine is a sullen, pink-haired 
teenager, and his father has 
taken them to the country to get 
away from London and what 
happened. Life is difficult enough, 
navigating through everyone 
else's grief, but then Jamie makes 
a new friend, one he can't tell his 
family about - a young Muslim 
girl. Although this sounds quite 
grim, it is a warm and honest 
book about grief, letting go when 
it's right, and growing up - for 
the adults as well as Jamie. 
12+ readers. 232pp Pb $14.99

Animal Tales
Dick King-Smith
This lovely edition contains five charming 
illustrated stories. All Because of Jackson 
is about a rabbit who wants to sail the 
seas - and ends up in Australia. The 
Catlady is about Miss Ponsonby, an old 
lady who keeps many cats and believes 
in reincarnation. The Guard Dog tells of a 
scruffy little mutt with a loud and awful 
voice, and how he finds a home. Hairy 
Hezekiah is a Bactrian camel who finds 
a perfect place and great friend because 
politeness doesn't cost anything. Horse 
Pie tells of Jenny the donkey who saves 
the horses that bully her from being 
stolen. Suitable for confident readers 6-8. 
370pp Hb $24.95

The Cartographer
Peter Twohig
The back streets of 
Richmond, Melbourne, in 
1959 are full of dangers 
and wonders if you’re a 
boy who inhabits the role 
of superhero - one with 
an absent father, a grief-
stricken mother who can 
barely look at him, and 
the only adult who listens 
to him being a petty-criminal grandfather.  
Having seen his twin brother Tom die in 
a tragic accident, he wanders his suburb 
aimlessly, exploring and taking advantage of 
open doors (and closed ones, as well) climbing 
fences and spying into windows. On one of his 
nocturnal adventures, he witnesses a vicious 
murder - and the killer sees him watching. 
From then on, the boy is both drawn back 
to the house, and tries to avoid the places 
he has seen the murderer. To this end he 
draws a map, and takes on the role of The 
Cartographer, leading him to more mysteries 
as he observes Richmond’s underlife. His acute 
observations are tempered by his innocence, 
and the reader understands more than he 
does… I thoroughly enjoyed this novel. The 
language is grounded in the vernacular of the 
time and is highly entertaining, but there is 
a thread of sorrow and darkness beneath the 
exuberance. Lindy 400pp Tp $29.99

The Longing
Candice Bruce
Cornelia is working as an assistant curator on an exhibition for a painter, 
S P Hart, who breezed into Victoria in the 1850s leaving behind exquisite 
sketchbooks and a number of paintings which record the properties 
of landowners. When her supervisor is involved in an accident, she 
undertakes to interview owners of some of the paintings in the hope of 
finding out more about the artworks and perhaps acquiring them for the 
gallery. This story is intertwined with that of Ellis McRorie, the wife of the 
original land holder. Ellis is isolated in a loveless marriage, has suffered 
difficult pregnancies and the death of babies, and her only companion is 
an indigenous woman who has lost more than the well-meaning Ellis can 

conceive of. When the charming Sanford Hart is commissioned to paint Strathcarron, she feels 
love and hope for the first time; and Louisa is given the means to preserve her own memories. 
An interesting and thoughtful novel. Lindy 368pp Tp $32.95

Five Bells
Gail Jones
One fine and shining Saturday, four people find themselves at 
Circular Quay. Ellie and James, who were teenaged lovers, are 
meeting for the first time in years to have lunch. Catherine has 
recently moved from Ireland to take up a new job, so she’s doing 
the tourist thing. Pei Xing, who suffered dreadfully in China’s 
Cultural Revolution, is catching a ferry to visit someone she 
knows on the North Shore. Each character is struggling with 
something from their past and, over the course of the novel, this 
is revealed. And beneath the brightness of the day in the heart 
of Sydney, there is a dark mystery in play which each of the four 
catch glimpses of… A lyrical novel, drenched in descriptions of 
Sydney Harbour and local colour, with some beautifully drawn 
characters. Lindy 288pp Pb $19.95



ABBEY'S
PRICE DROP!!!
The publisher's have changed the price on the new novel by Carrie Tiffany and we've knocked even more off!
[RRP $19.99] ABBEY'S PRICE $14.99



abbeys.com.au					                       � Ph (02) 9264 3111  Fax (02) 9264 89934

Memory Wall
Anthony Doerr
I love the short story 
form and this collection 
is proof that it can be 
a perfect vehicle for 
expressing the human 
condition. The title 
story is almost a novella 
in length and is set 
slightly in the future, 
weaving themes of race, 
privilege, connection and longing into one 
woman’s retrieval of her past as she drifts 
into dementia. In another, a man receives 
letters from his son at the demilitarised zone 
in Korea, who retreats from the awfullness of 
life there by birdwatching. An orphan finds 
herself relocated to Lithuania to live with her 
grandparents and in the small village realises 
the world is bigger than she understood. 
A Chinese woman who has continued her 
family’s tradition of seedkeeping watches her 
way of life disappear as the Three Gorges 
Dam is built; and an elderly Holocaust 
survivor is haunted and ultimately consoled 
by visions of girls she knew in her childhood. 
Finely crafted, beautifully realised, highly 
recommended! Lindy 300pp Pb $19.99

The Wild Rose
Jennifer Donnelly
London, 1914. WWI looms 
on the horizon, women 
are fighting for the right 
to vote and explorers 
are pushing the limits of 
endurance in the most 
forbidding corners of the 
earth. In this volatile era 
live three exceptional 
people. Seamus Finnegan 
and Max von Brandt both loved Willa Alden 
and both men lost her. Neither expect to see 
her again. But when a catastrophic event 
calls Willa home to London, expectations are 
smashed, promises are broken and life will 
never be the same. 640pp Tp $29.99

The Flying Man
Roopa Farooki
An old man spends his 
last days in a seedy, 
rundown hotel in Biarritz 
at the unfashionable 
time of year. Maqil has 
lived on his luck from 
the day he was born... 
and his twin brother 
was not. Favoured by 
circumstance, background 
and tradition, he has the additional fortune 
of being handsome, clever and irresistibly 
charming. He cruises through life, changing 
his name to suit the country he’s in, becoming 
Mikey, Mehmet, Mikhail and Miguel, and 
always gambling, making fortunes and losing 
them with insouciance. With a string of 
wives and lovers behind him and nothing 
that looks like a regret to his name, Maqil is 
about to gamble one last time. A wonderfully 
entertaining novel and quite delightful! Lindy 
352pp Tp $29.99

The Captain’s 
Daughter
Leah Fleming
When the ‘unsinkable’ 
Titanic hits an iceberg, 
May Smith jumps from 
the sinking ship, losing 
sight of her husband Joe 
and baby girl Ellen. Pulled 
into a lifeboat, she is 
handed a baby swaddled 
in blankets who she believes to be Ellen. 
This rescue is witnessed by fellow survivor, 
Celeste Parkes. At dawn, the two women are 
rescued by the Carpathia and a friendship 
is formed - one which will transcend the 
Atlantic and last a lifetime. But May will make 
a shocking discovery... 576pp Tp $29.99

Jasmine Nights
Julia Gregson
At 23, Saba Tarcan 
is a talented singer 
with big dreams. So 
when the opportunity 
arises to entertain the 
troops in the Middle 
East, she jumps at the 
chance, cutting short a 
burgeoning love affair 
with a young RAF pilot, 
Dom, who follows Saba to Cairo to resume 
their affair. But Saba has been chosen for a 
secret mission of international importance 
and she is forced to conceal her new role 
from Dom. It’s a move that could jeopardise 
her own safety, as well as the love of her life... 
416pp Tp $29.99

The Woman in Black
[Film Tie-in] 
Susan Hill
Junior solicitor Arthur 
Kipps is summoned to 
attend the funeral of Mrs 
Alice Drablow, the sole 
inhabitant of Eel Marsh 
House. Unaware of the 
tragic secrets hidden 
behind the shuttered 
windows, it is not until he 
glimpses a young woman dressed all in black 
at the funeral that a creeping sense of unease 
begins to take hold. The feeling is deepened 
by the reluctance of the locals to talk about 
the woman in black - and her terrible 
purpose. 208pp Pb $19.95

The Origin 
of Violence
Fabrice Humbert
During a school 
trip to Buchenwald 
concentration camp, a 
French teacher comes 
across a photograph of a 
man whose resemblance 
to his own father, Adrien, 
is uncanny. But the man 
has a different name and 

died in 1942. Returning to France, he embarks 
on a search for the photograph’s subject, 
leading him to the Buchenwald archives and 
the heart of the Nazi machine - where he is 
drawn into the dark heart of his family and 
brought face-to-face with his own capacity 
for violence. 256pp Tp $29.99

The Snow Child
Eowyn Ivey
Alaska, 1920s. Jack and 
Mabel hope that a fresh 
start will put the strain of 
their childless marriage 
behind them. But the 
northern wilderness 
proves as unforgiving as 
it is beautiful. Not long 
after the first snow falls, 
they discover a child 
running through the spruce trees. Gradually 
this elusive, untameable little girl enters their 
lives. But as their love for the snow child 
grows, so does their awareness that she may 
break their hearts... 432pp Hb $29.99

Perdition
The Crusaders’ Last Stand 
James Jackson
Almost 200 years have 
passed since the Crusader 
armies took Jerusalem. 
Now it is the turn of 
the Saracen to seek 
vengeance against the 
last Christian enclave in 
the Holy Land. In Acre, 
the defenders await their 
fate. William of Beaujeu, Grand Master of the 
Templars, will stop at little to secure the city 
and preserve his military order. Deserted 
by the pope and the princes of Europe, it 
seems as if Acre faces annihilation. But 
perhaps something can still be salvaged from 
perdition... 384pp Tp $32.99

All the Flowers 
in Shanghai
Duncan Jepson
Shanghai, 1930s. Feng is 
the bride of a wealthy 
businessman in an 
arranged marriage. In 
the enclosed world of the 
Sang household, fulfilling 
her duty means bearing 
a male heir. The life that 
has been forced on her makes Feng bitter and 
resentful and she plots vengeance. But the 
passing years brings a reckoning and Feng 
must reconcile the sacrifices and terrible 
choices she has made to assure her place 
in the family, even as the tide of revolution 
engulfs her country... 320pp Pb $24.99

Suddenly a Knock 
on the Door
Etgar Keret
A man barges into 
a writer’s house and, 
holding a gun to his head, 
demands that he tell him 
a story. A pathological liar 
discovers one day that all 
the lies he tells come true. 
A young woman finds 
a zip in her boyfriend’s 
mouth and when she opens it she finds 
a completely different man inside. 
Long a household name in Israel, Keret has 
been acknowledged as one of the country’s 
most radical and extraordinary writers. 
304pp Pb $19.95
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I’ve Got Your 
Number
Sophie Kinsella
Poppy Wyatt is about 
to marry the ideal man 
- but then she loses 
her engagement ring, 
as well as her phone. 
When she spots an 
abandoned phone in a 
bin, she decides to keep 
it. But the phone’s owner, 

businessman Sam Roxton, wants his phone 
back and doesn’t appreciate Poppy reading all 
his messages and wading into his personal 
life. What ensues is a hilarious turn of events 
as Poppy and Sam upend each other’s lives 
through emails and text messages. 
368pp Tp $32.95

In Darkness
Nick Lake
In the aftermath of the 
Haitian earthquake, a 
boy is trapped beneath 
the rubble of a ruined 
hospital. ‘Shorty’ is a 
teenage boy who has 
been drawn into the 
world of the gangsters 
that rule Site Soleil. But 
Shorty has a secret: he 

harbours vengeance and a burning wish to 
find the twin sister he lost five years ago. And 
he is marked. Marked in a way that links him 
with Toussaint L’Ouverture, the Haitian rebel 
who led the slave revolt against Napoleon 
200 years ago... 352pp Pb $24.99

What Remains
Denise Leith
On her very first trip into 
a war zone, journalist 
Kate Price meets 
legendary photographer 
Pete McDermott. From 
a cynical beginning, to 
grudging respect, to 
something much more 
precious, their meetings 
and growing attraction 
frame the danger of their working lives. In 
a world that no longer makes sense, Kate 
questions everything she has ever believed in. 
The answers, when they come, will show her 
the way - but they cannot protect her from 
what she both longs for and fears. 
384pp Tp $29.99

The Roundabout Man
Clare Morrall
The man who calls himself 
‘Quinn’ doesn’t look like 
a tramp, yet he lives on a 
roundabout in a caravan 
and survives on the 
leftovers from a nearby 
service station. What he 
hopes no one will discover 
is that he’s the real Quinn, 
immortalised as a child 
by his mother in her world-famous tales 
about a little boy’s adventures with his triplet 
sisters. When Quinn’s reclusive existence 
is invaded, he must face his past and all 
the uncomfortable truths it contains about 
himself and his family. 324pp Tp $29.99

The Ruins of Us
Keija Parssinen
More than 20 years after 
moving to Saudi Arabia 
and marrying Abdullah 
Baylani, Rosalie discovers 
that her husband has 
taken a second wife. 
The discovery plunges 
the powerful family into 
chaos as Rosalie grapples 
with leaving Saudi Arabia and her family 
behind. Meanwhile, Abdullah and Rosalie’s 
personal entanglements blind them to the 
crisis approaching their 16-year-old son Faisal, 
whose resentment towards their lifestyle 
has led to his growing involvement with a 
controversial Sheikh. 336pp Tp $29.99

The Underside 
of Joy
Sere Prince Halverson
Ella has everything 
she wants - a loving 
husband, two adorable 
stepchildren she’s helped 
raise, an extended family 
who unconditionally 
accept her. But one 
morning her husband 

drowns. At his funeral, the mother of his 
children appears and she wants them back. 
Struggling with grief, the realisation that Joe 
wasn’t exactly truthful about his finances and 
the disintegration of everything important to 
her, Ella is faced with impossible choices. For 
fans of Jodi Picoult and the like, this is a good 
strong read. LIndy 384pp Pb $24.99

My Policeman
Bethan Roberts
When Tom returns home 
from National Service to 
be a policeman, Marion is 
determined to win him. 
Unable to acknowledge 
the warning signs, she 
plunges into marriage. 
But Tom has another life 
with the besotted Patrick, 
a curator at the Brighton 
Museum. In an age when those of ‘minority 
status’ were condemned by society and the 
law, it is safer for Tom to wed Marion. Patrick 
and Marion must share him... until one of 
them breaks and three lives are destroyed. 
352pp Tp $29.95

Red Ruby Heart 
in a Cold Blue Sea
Morgan Callan Rogers
Maine, 1963. 12-year-old 
Florine Gilham lives in 
a fishing village on the 
coast with her parents. 
But when her mother 
disappears without a 
trace, she and her grief-
stricken father must move 
on with their lives, even as the mystery of 
what happened plagues them. Both nurtured 
and hindered by those she has always known, 
Florine finds her way to young adulthood 
while clinging to the hope that her mother 
will return and life will continue as before. 
320pp Tp $29.95

This Beautiful Life
Helen Schulman
When the Bergamots 
move to a new well-to-do 
neighbourhood, they’re 
unsure how well they’ll 
adapt. Soon enough, 
Richard is consumed by 
his executive role and 
Liz - who has given up 
her academic career 
- is playing mother to four-year-old Coco 
and 15-year-old Jake. But the day that Jake 
unthinkingly forwards his friends a sexually 
explicit email attachment from a young girl 
is the day that the Bergamots’ comfortable 
middle-class existence is upturned... 
288pp Pb $24.99

Squirrel Seeks 
Chipmunk
A Wicked Bestiary 
David Sedaris
This collection of sharply 
observed animal-themed 
tales is a delight, told 
with the author’s 
trademark blend of 
hilarity and goodnature. 
In The Toad, the Turtle 

and the Duck, three strangers commiserate 
about animal bureaucracy while waiting 
in a complaint line. In Hello Kitty, a cynical 
feline struggles to sit through his prison-
mandated AA meetings. In The Squirrel and 
the Chipmunk, a pair of star-crossed lovers 
are separated by prejudiced family members. 
192pp Pb $19.99

The Sea on Our Skin
Madeleine Tobert
Outwardly a paradise, a 
small South Pacific island 
community revolves 
around family with their 
traditional lives defined 
by the sea. Opposites 
in every way, Amalia is 
happy to be an island 
wife while her husband 
Ioane is compelled to 
leave. Their stories are both painful and 
loving, while the stories of their children are 
full of the rhythms of island life and the smell 
and sound of the sea as paradise begins to 
change... 336pp Tp $29.99

The Soldier’s Wife
Joanna Trollope
Dan Riley is a major in 
the British Army. After a 
six month tour of duty 
in Afghanistan, he is 
coming home to the wife 
and young daughters he 
adores. The outside world 
sees those reunions as 
a taste of heaven after 
months of hell. But can 
a man who is trained to fight readjust to 
family and domestic life? And can Dan’s wife 
Alexa sacrifice her own needs to serve his 
commitment to a way of life that demands 
everything - not just of him, but of her and 
the children as well? 352pp Tp $32.95
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Under the 
Baobab Tree
A Memoir of Two 
Great Loves 
Jane Chidgey
Chidgey was an 
independent city-dweller 
when she met Peter 
Phillip, director of the 
mining company where 
she worked as a PA. 

Seemingly overnight, she abandons her life in 
Melbourne to be with the man of her dreams 
in the Limpopo Valley, South Africa. With 
great honesty, wit and warmth, She tells of 
her transformation from independent career 
woman to ‘Lady of the Lodge’ on 
a wildlife reserve and the resultant culture 
shock. 336pp Tp $29.99

Guantanamo
My Journey 
David Hicks
This is an 
autobiographical 
account of Hicks’s 
young adulthood, the 
years leading up to 
his incarceration in 
Guantanamo Bay, his 
time in detention and his 
search for a normal life 

following his release from prison in late 2007. 
Hicks says: “This is the first time I have had 
the opportunity to tell my story publicly.  
I hope readers find the book is not only 
a story of injustice, but also one of hope.” 
480pp Tp $34.95

Memoirs of 
a Young Bastard
The Diaries 
of Tim Burstall
Hilary McPhee
Tim Burstall was a key 
figure in Australian 
postwar cinema, 
instrumental in 

revitalising Australia’s dying film industry 
and launching the careers of many well-
known actors. But in 1953, before realising 
his cinematic aspirations, he kept a diary. 
He set himself the task of writing 500 words 
a day: storytelling, recording, observing 
and reflecting. A unique snapshot of 1950s 
Australian bohemian life, this is a refreshing 
contrast to an Australian backdrop often 
caricatured as dull, provincial and suburban. 
368pp Hb $59.99

Sammy, I Love You
Sally Nielsen
Nielsen’s life was turned 
upside down when 
her fiance suffered a 
catastrophic stroke, 
leaving him completely 
dependent on her and 
his family for all his 
needs. While others said 
she should put him in a 
home and get on with 

her life, Sally refused to abandon the love 
of her life. Writing a series of diaries about 
her hopes, her anger and her frustration, she 
recorded the highs of each small step in Sam’s 
recovery and the plummeting lows of her 
own depression. 192pp Pb $24.99

A Piece of My Mind
A Psychiatrist 
on the Couch 
Gordon Parker
Gordon Parker AO, one 
of Australia’s foremost 
clinical psychiatrists, is 
known for having strong 
and provocative views. 
In this autobiography, he 
recounts early formative 
experiences that eventually led to a career in 
psychiatry for over 40 years. He also records 
his concerns about the current models for 
diagnosing and managing mood disorders 
and their weighting to often politically-driven 
clinical guidelines. He also offers his views on 
‘good psychiatry’ and its rewards. 
352pp Tp $32.99

Target Tirpitz
X-Craft, Agents and 
Dambusters - the Epic 
Quest to Destroy Hitler’s 
Mightiest Warship 
Patrick Bishop
The Tirpitz was Hitler’s 
greatest weapon. Lurking 
off Norway, the largest 
battleship in Europe cast 
an almost supernatural 
shadow over the war 
effort. Nothing in the Allied armoury could 
compete. It was not until 1944 that a daring 
raid by the RAF finally destroyed it. Bishop 
brings to life one of the most dangerous 
missions of WWII! 448pp Tp $35

Masters of the Post
The Authorized History 
of the Royal Mail 
Duncan 
Campbell-Smith
The origins of the Post 
Office go back to the 
Tudor monarchy - later 
expanding to become 
the largest employer in 
the country and the face 
of the British state. But 
the Royal Mail has also faced the demands 
of an increasingly commercial marketplace. 
Today’s debate over the future of the Royal 
Mail is shown to be another chapter in a 
centuries-old conflict between its role in 
raising revenue and serving the public. Will 
its employees remain ‘servants of the Crown’? 
880pp Hb $49.95

The Gun
The Story of the AK-47 
C J Chivers
The AK-47, or Kalashnikov, 
is the most abundant 
and efficient firearm on 
earth. It has transformed 
the way we fight wars 
and its story is that of 
modern warfare. This is 
an alternative history of 
the world as seen through 
these terrible weapons. The quest for ever 
greater firepower and mobility resulted in a 
weapon so remarkable that, 60 years after its 
invention and having broken free of all state 
control, it has become central to civil wars all 
over the world. 496pp Pb $22.95

We All Wore Stars
Memories of Anne Frank 
from Her Classmates 
Theo Coster
Anne Frank was just 
16 when she died in 
the concentration 
camp at Bergen-Belsen, 
shortly before the end 
of WWII. Through her 
diary she later became 
world famous. These are the stories of her 
classmates who survived and remained 
unknown. This book is based on the material 
that Coster and his crew shot for the award-
winning documentary, The Classmates of 
Anne Frank, forming an important legacy for 
people of all ages. 224pp Pb $24.99

Titanic Lives
Migrants and Millionaires, 
Conmen and Crew 
Richard 
Davenport-Hines
On 14 April 1912, the 
seemingly unsinkable 
Titanic hit an iceberg 
midway through her 
maiden voyage, nose-
diving to the bottom of 
the ocean only two hours 
later. Over 1,500 people perished in the 
freezing waters. Marking the centenary of the 
Titanic disaster, this is an utterly compelling 
exploration of the lives of the passengers 
and crew on board the most famous ship in 
history, which Davenport-Hines views as the 
paradigm of Edwardian society. 
400pp Tp $35

Calories and Corsets
A History of Dieting 
Over 2,000 Years 
Louise Foxcroft
This is the epic story of 
our complex relationship 
with food, the fashions 
and fads of body shape 
and how cultural beliefs 
and social norms have 
changed over time. 
Combining research from 
medical journals, letters, articles and dieting 
bestsellers, Foxcroft reveals the extreme 
lengths to which people will go to achieve 
the ‘perfect body’. This unique history exposes 
the myths that drive today’s dieting industry, 
offering a welcome perspective on how we 
can be healthy and happy in our bodies. 
320pp Hb $29.99

Abandoned Women
Scottish Convicts Exiled 
Beyond the Seas
Lucy Frost
Anxious to quell the 
rising tide of petty crime, 
the Scottish authorities 
consigned women ‘guilty’ 
of theft and prostitution 
to the Australian 
colonies. Lucy Frost tells 
the story of a boatload 

of women and their children who arrived in 
Hobart in 1838, assigned as domestic servants 
and often ill-treated by their employers. 
Some managed to snare a good husband once 
they’d earned their tickets of leave, becoming 
solid citizens. For others, disaster continued 
to plague their lives... 240pp Tp $29.99
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TODAY'S WORLD

A Universe 
From Nothing
Why is There Something 
Rather Than Nothing?
Lawrence Krauss
Theoretical physicist 
Krauss offers provocative, 
revelatory answers to the 
most basic philosophical 
questions: Where did our 
universe come from? Why 
is there something rather than nothing? And 
how is it all going to end? This book presents 
the most recent evidence that explains how 
our universe evolved and the implications for 
how it's going to end. Not only can something 
arise from nothing, something will always 
arise from nothing! 224pp Hb $37.95

The Conflict
Woman and Mother
Elisabeth Badinter
The pressure to be 
a perfect mother is 
overwhelming and it’s 
frightening many women. 
And why wouldn’t it, 
when the expectation 
is that your child will 
be your god and you its 
humble servant? Badinter, 
France’s foremost feminist thinker, questions 
why our ideas of motherhood have been 
skewed by unachievable expectations that 
compromise notions of self and womanhood. 
No matter which side of the debate you stand 
on, this revelatory book is essential reading! 
188pp Pb $24.95

How to Plant a Tree
A Simple Celebration of 
Trees & Tree-Planting 
Ceremonies 
Daniel Butler
The earth’s longest 
living organisms, trees 
exemplify nature’s great 
strength and its majestic 
beauty. Serving as virtual 
lungs for our planet, trees 
provide us with food, 
medicine and versatile building material. 
With original black-and-white illustrations 
throughout, this book encompasses a wealth 
of useful and inspiring information including: 
fascinating miscellany on some of our most 
beloved tree species; how to calculate a 
tree’s age; and how you can use trees to fight 
climate change. 128pp Hb $19.99

A Truth Universally 
Acknowledged
33 Reasons Why We Can’t 
Stop Reading Jane Austen 
Susannah Carson [Ed]
This book brings together 
33 writers on what it is 
about Jane Austen that 
continues to delight, 
amuse, console and 
provoke us. Whether 
discussing Austen’s gift 
for comedy, why men and women respond 
to her differently, or why she would be an 
ideal dinner guest, this book shows there is 
much more to Jane than ladies in empire-line 
dresses admiring the roses - and reminds us 
why we still love the author who wrote about 
love better than anyone else in the world. 
320pp Pb $22.95

Beyond Religion
Ethics for a Whole World 
The Dalai Lama
The Dalai Lama enters 
the contemporary 
debate about religion 
versus atheism, arguing 
that religion is not a 
necessity for pursuing 
a spiritual life. Rather, 
focusing on tolerance 
and understanding 
between religions, as well as tolerance and 
understanding between believers and non-
believers, is the way forward. The way to 
achieve such an approach, he proposes, is 
through a system of secular ethics grounded 
in a deep appreciation of our common 
humanity. 208pp Hb $32.95

French Children 
Don’t Throw Food
Parenting Secrets 
from Paris 
Pamela Druckerman
How do the French 
manage to raise well-
behaved children and 
have a life as well? Why 
do French children 
happily eat what is 
put in front of them? 
Druckerman, who lives in Paris with three 
young children, has had years of observing 
her French friends and neighbours. With wit 
and style, she is ideally placed to teach us the 
basics of parenting a la francaise. 
368pp Pb $32.95

Zona
A Book About a Film 
About a Journey 
to a Room 
Geoff Dyer
Dyer takes on his 
biggest challenge yet: 
unlocking the film that 
has obsessed him all his 
adult life: Stalker, by the 
great Russian director 
Andrei Tarkovsky. As 

Dyer immerses us in the movie, it becomes 
apparent that Stalker is only the point of 
departure for a wonderfully digressive 
exploration of cinema, how we understand 
our obsessions and how we try to realise - 
and discover - our deepest wishes. 
240pp Pb $22.95 Seize the Day

How the Dying 
Teach Us to Live 
Marie de Hennezel
A gifted psychologist 
who works as part of 
a remarkable team of 
doctors and nurses in a 
hospital for the terminally 
ill, the author shares her 
perspective on what life 
and death really mean, 
exploring how discussing death and facing up 
to it can actually help us lead more abundant 
lives. In an age where people hesitate to talk 
about dying, this book lends us the strength 
to confront the mysteries of death and 
celebrate the courage of the human spirit. 
208pp Pb $24.95

Reframe
How to Solve the World’s 
Trickiest Problems 
Eric Knight
This is a book by a young 
Australian thinker that 
turns conventional 
thinking on its head. 
Why can’t we eliminate 
terrorism by killing 
terrorists? Why can’t 
we resolve immigration 
tensions by building higher fences? Why 
can’t we learn anything about climate change 
by talking about the weather? And what do 
fishermen in Turkey have to teach us about 
international relations? This is an optimistic, 
lucid, original book by a literary star in the 
making! 224pp Tp $29.95

The Wonderbox
Curious Histories  
of How to Live 
Roman Krznaric
Showing the lessons 
learned from the past, 
Krznaric explores 12 
universal topics - from 
work and love, to money 
and creativity - revealing 
the wisdom we’ve 
been missing. There is 
much to be learned from Ancient Greece on 
relationships, from the industrial revolution 
on job satisfaction and from Ming-dynasty 
China on child-rearing. History is often 
read for pleasure or insight, but this book is 
‘practical history’ - using the past to think 
about our lives today. 320pp Hb $29.99

Inside Apple
How America’s Most 
Admired - and Secretive - 
Company Really Works 
Adam Lashinsky
Lashinsky provides 
readers with an insight 
on leadership and 
innovation. Based on 
numerous interviews, this 
book reveals exclusive 
new information on how 
Apple innovates, deals with its suppliers and 
handles the transition into the 'Post Jobs 
Era'. Providing a detailed investigation into 
this unique company, this book will appeal 
to anyone hoping to bring some of the Apple 
magic to their own company, career or 
creative endeavour. 240pp Tp $32.99

Demanding the 
Impossible
Sylvia Lawson
Marking the centenary 
of Simone de Beauvoir’s 
birth and the 40th 
anniversary of Paris’s 
legendary political 
carnival in 1968, this book 
questions the ideal and 
the myth of resistance. 
Using the 1968 riots in 
France as a starting point in exploring other 
contemporary resistance movements, Lawson 
explains these stories in new contexts and 
submits history to the uses of the present and 
the future. 336pp Tp $32.99
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o start off 2012 with a breath of fresh air we 
rearranged the History shelves to provide more 
shelf space for this large section of the shop, and 

also reduced the height of the stands so you can now see right 
through to the Children’s section in the back corner, which has 
also gained more space for the wonderful selection there.

The Loeb Classical Library titles ($44.95 Hb each) are also now 
easier to find, next to Classical Greek and Latin, followed by 
the Translated Classics from Penguin and other publishers. 
We have a new translation of Homer’s The Iliad by Stephen 
Mitchell ($35 Pb 528pp), so you might enjoy a new slant on 
this eternal story. Mitchell has previously won praise for his 
translations of Gilgamesh, The Bhagavad Gita and Tao Te 
Ching. Other Penguin Black Classics remain where they were 
on the other side of the store in our long row of Classics, both 
hardback and paperback, including Vintage and Everyman. 

Remember when you click on subject headings at the top of 
email newsletters you can see new titles for that subject. It 
takes a little moment for the computer to compile, but it is 
very useful. Of course you can also filter a title search on the 
home page. Once you have entered a search, you can filter by 
Category, Availability, Format, Price or Publication Date. By 
doing this, I’ve just discovered a new Concise History of Russia 
by Paul Bushkovitch published by Cambridge University Press 
($39.95 Pb 480pp), which I hadn’t previously noticed.

In addition to Gift Cards for redemption in-store, you can now 
also buy Gift Vouchers for redemption online, which are handy 
for people who find it difficult to get to our shop. Just click on 
the link on our home page and you can choose to have the Gift 
Voucher emailed directly to the recipient, or to yourself so you 
can email it to them later, or perhaps print it out and give it to 
them if you wish. 

I’ve had a marvellous time reading Claire Tomalin’s latest 
biography. This time it is Charles Dickens: A Life ($39.95 Hb 
527pp incl index, bibliography, notes and illustrations). Of 
course Tomalin was already familiar with the life of Dickens 
because she wrote the groundbreaking The Invisible Woman: 
The Story of Nelly Ternan and Charles Dickens ($26.95 Pb 
352pp). In this new book, I discovered another author had 
previously written about Nelly Ternan. This was in Thomas 
Wright’s The Life of Charles Dickens, published in 1935 and 
dismissed by Dickens’ horrified admirers. The phenomenon 
that was Dickens takes a bit of unravelling. Tomalin’s 
biography is both sympathetic and truthful, enlivened by many 
quotations from his novels and letters. I’m sure it will send 
you off to read some of his stories, all of which can be found 
at Abbey’s. David Copperfield was Dickens’ own favourite and 
there are several editions in Classics, and upstairs in Language 
Book Centre we also have an Oxford Bookworm edition ($13 
Pb) intended for English as a Second Language readers.

I discovered that Nelly’s older sister Fanny became the second 
wife of Thomas Trollope, brother of the great Anthony Trollope 
and son of the successful novelist Mrs Frances Trollope, who 
wrote, amongst many other things, Domestic Manners of the 
Americans, which is still available in Penguin Classics. It is 
indent only so remains at the old price of $24.95. This becomes 
rather confusing because Fanny wrote several novels which 
were published by Dickens in his magazine All the Year Round 
and the older Mrs Frances Trollope was often called Fanny. 
I think I’d like to read more about the older Mrs Trollope, 
who earlier set off to Memphis to assist in the founding of a 
Utopian city called New Harmony.

I am a great fan of Claire Tomalin, whose other biographies 
include Katherine Mansfield: A Secret Life ($29.95 Pb 304pp), 
Jane Austen: A Life ($26.95 Pb 384pp), Samuel Pepys: The 
Unequal Self ($24.95 Pb 544pp) and Thomas Hardy: The Time-
Torn Man ($26.95 Pb 512pp). There are four or five other 
biographies which seem to be out of print, including my 
favourite, Mrs Jordan’s Profession. 

Here’s an interesting book - Running the Show: Governors of 
the British Empire by Stephanie Williams ($22.95 Pb 352pp). 
It is a fascinating account of some of those ordinary men in 

strange places doing their best, and sometimes just having 
a good time! Williams has chosen some very different 
Governors, including William Bloomfield Douglas, who 
with an uncertain past (part of which was certainly 
spent helping Brooke become the first White Rajah of 
Sarawak) was Harbour Master of Adelaide when he was 
dispatched to found an outlet for the Northern Territory at 
Palmerston, later Darwin. He immediately called himself 
Governor and it was hell there. Contrast him to Lord 
and Lady Tennyson (son of the great Poet Laureate), who 
were appointed to South Australia from 1889 to 1903, and 
later to Victoria. They upheld all the Victorian values and 
were looked upon as close to royalty. Other characters 
include John Pope Hennessy in Hong Kong (1877-82) and 
Sir Frank Lugard and his famous wife Flora Shaw, who 
had been the Colonial Editor of The Times, and their 
exciting adventures in Northern Nigeria. What about Frank 
Athelstane Swettenham, who worked his way up and up in 
Malaya (1874-1903). And then there’s a marvellous account 
of British East Africa (1909-12), and another (1877-80) of 
Sir Bartle Frere and his influential wife coping with the 
“washing of the spears”. Then of course they had to go 
home, where nobody cared about them.

Jennifer Kloester must have had a hard time researching 
Georgette Heyer: Biography of a Bestseller (Hb 464pp 
currently an Abbey’s Choice title at $35). The prolific Queen 
of Regency Romance never gave an interview, but Kloester 
had access to all sorts of family records. Heyer’s witty and 
stylish stories have it all – disgraced noblemen, notorious 
highwaymen, cheats and men of honour, and of course 
delightful heroines. We have a large selection of her books, 
some in Crime, some in Historical Fiction. These books 
were meticulously researched. Try one for an amusing 
time. I always thought the Booker Prize was partly funded 
by sales of Agatha Christie’s novels, whose copyright they 
owned. Now it seems that Georgette Heyer also sold the 
rights to some of her crime stories to Booker-McConnell. 

It seems unusual to be reading a new novel about the First 
World War, but I found Louisa Young’s My Dear, I Wanted 
to Tell You ($27.95 Pb 328pp) a very worthwhile read. She 
has taken her idea from the pre-printed card that soldiers 
were given so they could advise relatives they were 
wounded and, hopefully, in hospital (a far better place to 
be than in the trenches). The central character is a clever, 
aspiring young man from a poor family who is befriended 
by two rich and artistic families living nearby. There are 
overtones of A S Byatt’s The Children’s Book ($19.95 Pb 
624pp), but with more attention to the fighting and to the 
early work on facial surgery which took place at Frognal, 
in Sidcup, Kent. Coincidentally, Frognal is the family home 
of the Townshend family, as in Lord Sydney: The Life and 
Times of Tommy Townshend by Andrew Tink ($39.95 Pb).

With all the cricket that has been on lately, it’s a good time 
to remind you to read the second book in Steven Carroll’s 
Glenroy novels, set in 1960 when the West Indies cricket 
team toured Australia. The central character of The Gift 
of Speed ($24.95 Pb 350pp) is 16-year-old Michael, who 
dreams of bowling a very fast ball and being in the local 
cricket team. And for the aspiring young cricketer in your 
family, it’s hard to go past How to Play Cricket by Don 
Bradman ($19.95), a small hardback with photographs of 
The Don himself, which would make a nice little gift.

I’ve just received the brochure from the Cambridge 
Summer Schools in the UK, held this year from 8 July to 
1 September. There is a copy at information in Abbey’s, 
or you can visit www.ice.cam.ac.uk/intsummer. I really 
recommend these classes for a stimulating and relaxing 
holiday. And Wimbledon is on there too!

Keep well,

T
From Eve Abbey
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Greek Art Mark Fullerton Pb $36.95 $15

History Play The Lives and Afterlife of Christopher Marlowe Rodney Bolt Hb $37.95 $18

Red Orchestra The Story of the Berlin Underground and the Circle of Friends Who Resisted Hitler Anne Nelson Hb $39.95 $20

Twilight at the World of Tomorrow Genius, Madness, Murder: The 1939 World’s Fair on the Brink of War James Mauro Hb $49.95 $20

A Merciful Journey Recollections of a World War II Patrol Boat Man Marsden Horden Hb $49.95 $20

Black Ajax George MacDonald Fraser Pb $19.95 $10

Russia A History Gregory Freeze Pb $38.95 $15

Vermeer’s Hat The Seventeenth Century and the Dawn of the Global World Timothy Brook Hb $42 $18

Horatio Lord Nelson Brian Lavery Hb $34.95 $10

Voyage to Disaster (The wreck of the Batavia in 1629) Henrietta Drake-Brockman Hb $54.95 $25

Secret Wars One Hundred Years of British Intelligence Inside MI5 and MI6 Gordon Thomas Hb $36.99 $18

The Red Highway Nicolas Rothwell Pb $32.95 $12

Christian Art Rowena Loverance Hb $59.95 $25

The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language David Crystal Pb $69.95 $20

A Voyage Long and Strange Rediscovering the New World Tony Horwitz Hb $41.95 $20

A Steroid Hit the Earth The Catastrophic World of Misprints Martin Toseland Pb $14.99 $8

Scarface The Original Novel of the Classic Film Armitage Trail Pb $21.95 $10
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abbey’s bestsellers

Editor: Craig Kirchner
Contributors: Eve Abbey, Alan Abbey, Kelly Azizi, 
David Hall, Lindy Jones

Pb   Paperback
Tp    Trade paperback (a larger Pb)
Hb   Hardback
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fiction					     non-fiction

	      Available in any denomination.  
	      Redeemable at Abbey’s 
Bookshop, Abbey’s Language Book Centre 
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1-2 
3+

Me, Myself and Lord Byron
A best-selling memoir of travel, literature and self-
discovery following the journey of Lord Byron.
Julietta Jameson 			   $19.99

Bossypants
Memoir from TV comedian (30 Rock, Mean Girls 
and 'Sarah Palin').
Tina Fey 				   $22.99

Tolstoy A Russian Life. A fresh perspective on the 
author's extraordinary life and times.
Rosamund Bartlett 		  $24.99

On Radji Beach
A moving account of the fate of every nurse who 
boarded the Vyner Brooke, sunk in WWII.
Ian W Shaw 			   $24.99

I Live in the Future and Here’s How It Works
Why Your World, Work and Brain Are Being 
Creatively Disrupted
Nick Bilton 			   $19.95

Talking to the Enemy
Violent Extremism, Sacred Values, and What it 
Means to Be Human
Scott Atran 			   $22.95

Eight White Nights
A wintery Manhattan, two hearts in a chance 
meeting, a week-long amorous dance, the promise 
of renewal and love.
Andre Aciman 			   $19.99

We Had it So Good
A sun-bleached LA native emigrates to the slate-
grey skies of London, where a full life follows – 
but is it a fool's paradise?
Linda Grant 			   $19.99

To be Sung Underwater
For you, I was a chapter - a good chapter maybe, 
or even your favourite chapter, but, still, just 
a chapter - and for me, you were the book.
Tom McNeal 			   $19.99

Master of Rome Masters of the Sea #8. A stirring 
adventure novel set amid the tumultuous clashes 
between the Roman and Carthaginian empires.
John Stack 			   $19.99

Me and Mr Booker
Looking back, Martha could've said no when Mr 
Booker first tried to kiss her. But Martha is 16 and 
lives in a small dull town...
Cory Taylor 			   $22.95

1.	 All That I Am  
	 Anna Funder (Pb $29.95)

2.	 Death Comes to Pemberley  
	 P D James (Pb $29.99)

3.	 The Sense of an Ending  
	 Julian Barnes (Hb $29.95 Pb $19.95)

4.	 The Cat’s Table  
	 Michael Ondaatje (Pb $29.95)

5.	 A Visit from the Goon Squad  
	 Jennifer Egan (Pb $19.99)

6.	 The Prague Cemetery  
	 Umberto Eco (Tp $32.95)

7.	 The Street Sweeper  
	 Elliot Perlman (Pb $32.95)

8.	 Cold Light Edith Trilogy #3 
	 Frank Moorhouse (Pb $32.95)

9.	 The Marriage Plot  
	 Jeffrey Eugenides (Pb $29.99)

10.	 1Q84  
	 Haruki Murakami (Pb $39.95)

1.	 Lord Sydney 
	 The Life and Times of Tommy Townshend 
	 Andrew Tink (Hb $39.95)
2.	 Quantum Universe 
	 Everything That Can Happen Does Happen 
	 Brian Cox, Jeff Forshaw (Hb $35)
3.	 The Idea of Home Boyer Lectures 2011 
	 Geraldine Brooks (Pb $24.99)
4.	 The Hare with Amber Eyes 
	 A Hidden Inheritance (illustrated edition)
	 Edmund de Waal (Hb $45)
5.	 Vanished Kingdoms 
	 The History of Half-Forgotten Europe 
	 Norman Davies (Hb $59.95)
6.	 Great Railway Maps of the World  
	 Mark Ovenden (Hb $39.95)
7.	 A Short History of Christianity  
	 Geoffrey Blainey (Hb $45)
8.	 How to Get Expelled from School A Guide
	 to Climate Change for Pupils, Parents and 
	 Punters Ian Plimer (Pb $29.95)
9.	 The Biggest Estate on Earth
	 Bill Gammage (Hb $49.99)
10.	 Georgette Heyer Biography of a Bestseller 
	 Jennifer Kloester (Hb $35)
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