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Abbey’s Bookshop                        131 York St, Sydney NSW 2000

From last month, the Abbey’s Advocate newsletter now also includes the 
Crime Chronicle, so hopefully you are now seeing many more new books 
of interest. For anyone who likes to be mailed a printed Advocate, just a 
reminder to show or quote your Abbey’s Card each time you buy to ensure 
you remain an active customer and stay on the mailing list. (Otherwise printed 
copies are always available in-store).
Twice a month we also now send a free e-Newsletter to provide a more 
regular update on books and related news, events, promotions, etc. One of 
these e-Newsletters advises you that the latest Advocate is available on our 
website (including a clickable link that takes you straight to it).
We encourage everyone - including those who currently just read a printed 
Advocate - to subscribe to this e-Newsletter. Apart from being more timely, 
you can simply click for more information, or click on subject areas to view the 
very latest titles that have arrived in-store. Simply subscribe using the box on 
our home page at abbeys.com.au, or phone or email us.
I’ve been looking at our Historical Fiction section. The quality 
of writing and research in this genre has improved vastly 
over the last 20 years. Patrick O’Brian’s majestic Master 
and Commander series (21 titles Pb $24.99 ea) still tops the 
popularity list. George MacDonald Fraser’s Flashman series 
(12 titles Pb $22.95 to $24.99) still has many followers who 
enjoy the humour, as well as the history, as that cad, bully 
and hero from Tom Brown’s Schooldays recalls his exploits 
in almost any battle you care to mention. For a lighter read, you may prefer 
Mary Renault, whose books include The Persian Boy (guess who!), Funeral 
Games, The Bull from the Sea, The King Must Die, Fire from Heaven (all 
$27.95) and Mask of Apollo ($29.95). Or perhaps Georgette Heyer, whose 
deceptively light and witty novels, such as The Toll-Gate ($24.95 Pb), are just 
right for her devotees, yet are sometimes hard to fi nd.
I notice the successful book by Ann Curthoys and Ann 
McGrath, How to Write History that People Want to Read 
($34.95 Pb 272pp), has now found a home in Writing & 
Publishing. It no longer sits in Historiography, which is where 
you’ll fi nd a revised 2nd edition of Is History Fiction? by Ann 
Curthoys and John Docker ($39.95 Pb 340pp), as well as 
Historiography of Genocide, a collection of essays edited by 
Dan Stone ($48 Pb 640pp), a useful guide for both scholars 
and students in this growing fi eld of study. 
I enjoyed a book I found in Literary Criticism called The Same Man: George 
Orwell and Evelyn Waugh in Love and War by David Lebedoff ($29.95 Pb 
262pp incl index). The author works hard to prove the socialist and the snob 
were similar because they both dreaded the future. Nonetheless it is quite an 
amusing and entertaining account of their lives.
After reading the fascinating Diaries of Sofi a Tolstoy ($29.95 Pb, $49.99 
Hb 650pp), I absolutely had to read the new biography of the Great Man by 
Rosamund Bartlett called Tolstoy: A Russian Life ($49.99 Hb 454pp plus 
another 100pp of notes and index). The author has made herself an expert on 
Russian cultural history, having also written Wagner and Russia ($69.95 Pb) 
and Chekhov: Scenes from a Life ($26.95 Pb), as well as currently working 
on a new translation of Anna Karenina for Oxford World’s Classics. There is 
an especially interesting epilogue called Patriarch of the Bolsheviks, which 
discusses just how the new Communist authorities dealt with the popular 
idolatry of Tolstoy (trying to overlook his political and religious views) and their 
treatment of the Tolstoyans, who did not take kindly to authoritarian control.
I’ve discovered another excellent Australian crime writer. His 
name is Lenny Bartulin and he has given up writing poetry for 
crime. His hero, Jack Susko, is a second-hand book dealer, 
so there are plenty of literary connections. His fi rst book, 
A Deadly Business ($27.95 Pb 248pp), is set in Sydney 
where Jack runs a bookshop suspiciously like Ashwoods, 
which until recently traded next to us here in York Street but 
is now closed due to the ill-health of the owner. Jack gets 
offered books stolen from “the large retail shop up the road”, 
suspiciously like Abbey’s but called Index, so you can see why I took interest. 
Jack also has a nice cat called Lois, who lightens the mood at times. All 
very enjoyable. Now I shall read the second one called The Black Russian 
($27.95 Pb 272pp), which involves a theft from an art gallery, and I hear the 
third Jack Susko mystery is only a few months away. Jack is not a private 
eye, but has a gift for getting into trouble, especially as he has a very sassy 
mouth.

The most interesting book I’ve read this past month is Destiny 
Disrupted: A History of the World Through Islamic Eyes 
by Tamim Ansary ($26.95 Pb 390pp incl index). The author 
is an Afghani-American who developed this book out of a 
series of lectures he gave on Islamic Studies. No doubt this 
explains why the book is so easy to read. He speaks in a 
direct, sometimes wry, voice and looks at the sweep of history 
from Islamic eyes. The story starts from the earliest times and 
fi nishes at 9/11. You’ll discover the complex social system 
of Islam, hear of the famous writers, distinguish between the various sects, 
watch the Ottoman Empire rise and fall, watch the carve-up of the Middle 
East after WWII, watch the founding of the Muslim Brotherhood (which 
started as a sort of Boy Scout Movement) and fi nally understand why the 
Saudi Arabians left America in a special jet immediately after 9/11. This book 
is especially interesting now, while there are so many uprisings in the Middle 
East. It is hard to imagine what the outcome will be when we have a better 
understanding of their culture of community. Ansary is the author of the 
New York Times bestseller, West of Kabul, East of New York: An Afghan 
American Story ($28 Pb 304pp). The son of an Afghani father and American 
mother, this memoir is an eloquent attempt to reconcile his two heritages.
A book for a very different readership is the latest in the 
Cambridge Companion series, The Cambridge Companion 
to Muhammad, edited by J E Brockopp ($55 Pb 325pp), 
which contains essays from many experts. It is designed for 
a non-specialist reader, but is certainly a much more serious 
investigation. 
If you are serious about music – classical, popular or both 
– you will greatly enjoy the two books by Alex Ross, the 
esteemed critic from the New Yorker. His two books are The Rest is Noise: 
Listening to the Twentieth Century ($31.95 Pb 648pp), wherein he gives 
a sweeping history of music from the salons of pre-war Vienna to the Velvet 
Underground, and Listen to This ($35 Pb 400pp), in which he offers a wider 
history of music and gives voice to his appreciation of all types of music. His 
writing is beautiful and you will, I am sure, be happy to hear 
some of your own views put into words. 
I’ve had a lovely time re-reading some of Somerset 
Maugham’s unforgettable short stories in a volume called 
More Far Eastern Tales ($12.95 Pb 298pp), including The 
Letter and Back of Beyond. This is one of the very many 
modern classics in the Vintage range, which are all now 
available at the excellent price of just $12.95. If you click 
on the Vintage box on our website homepage, you can see 
a complete list of titles, including the very imaginative life 
of Christopher Marlowe presented by Anthony Burgess in A Dead Man in 
Deptford. There are lots of nice surprises here for you.
I’ve also been reading some wonderful, intense, short 
stories by Colm Toibin called The Empty Family ($29.99 Tp 
214pp, $22.99 Pb due this month). One story in particular 
imagines Lady Gregory talking to Henry James at dinner, not 
quite telling him about her affair with Wilfred Scawen Blunt. 
As Toibin is perhaps most famous for his novel The Master 
($22.95 Pb), based on Henry James’ life it’s not surprising 
for this story to pop up. In passing I’d like to say how I wish 
publishers would put “short stories” on the front cover, rather 
than just on the title page! 
Our Religion section is a busy area and a recent bestseller has been Bible: 
The Story of the King James Version 1611-2011 by Gordon Campbell 
($39.95 Hb 353pp incl index). Just look at those dates! This book is to mark 
the 400-year anniversary of the Authorised Version of the English Bible. 
It is about the politics and the printing - from printer’s errors to changing 
beliefs and fi erce arguments over any revisions, as well as admiration of 
the language. Oxford University Press issued a special 
production of the fi rst edition called The King James Bible: 
400th Anniversary Edition with Jacobean spelling, gold leaf 
and leather cover, priced at $120. Unfortunately this sold out, 
but we expect more stock in May, so if you are interested 
please place a special order. I saw another book in Religion 
called God’s Secretaries by Adam Nicholson ($27.95 Pb 
336pp), which describes the work done to create this special 
bible in that very riotous time.
Keep Well

FROM EVE ABBEY
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If you are after one of the fi ne titles from 
Cambridge University Press, please ask.

We stock virtually all titles held by Cambridge 
in Australia, plus a few more!
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Anywhere in Australia

 Items Ordered Total Delivery Cost
 1-5 $6.50
 6+ FREE

ABBEY’S CARD
Ask for an Abbey’s Card so your purchases earn you 
Reward Dollars, which can be used to purchase any 
items from us and are issued every 6 months:

 Purchase Over* Reward $
 $300 20
 $400 25
 $500 35
 $600 45
 $700 55
 $800 65
 $900 75
 $1000 $10 for every $100 spent

* during every 6 month period ended 30 June and 31 Dec

GIFT VOUCHERS
Available in any denomination, with 

no expiry date. Redeemable at Abbey’s Bookshop, 
Language Book Centre and Galaxy Bookshop.

PARKING
Spend $50 or more at Abbey’s Bookshop, Language 
Book Centre or Galaxy Bookshop, present your QVB 
Wilson Parking ticket and get $5 off your purchase.

ABBEY’S BESTSELLERS - MARCH 2011

Editor: Ann Leahy
Contributors: Eve Abbey, David Hall, 
Adrian Hardingham, Lindy Jones & Ann Leahy

Binding Key
 Pb   Paperback
 Tp    Trade paperback (slightly larger than Pb)
 Hb   Hardback

FICTION 
Book of Lost Threads 
by Tess Evans $29.99
Tender, funny and memorable, this is 
a story about love and loss, parents 
and children, hope, faith and the 
value of simple kindness. Moss has 
run away from Melbourne to Opportunity on the 
trail of a man she knows only by name.
The Good Man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ 
by Philip Pullman $23.95
In this ingenious and spellbinding retelling of 
the life of Jesus, Pullman reimagines the most 
infl uential story ever told.
Imperial Bedrooms by Bret Easton Ellis $22.99
Clay seems to have moved on - he’s become a 
successful screenwriter - but when he returns from 
New York to Los Angeles to help cast his new 
movie, he’s soon drifting through a long-familiar 
circle.
NON-FICTION
Reading by Moonlight: How Books Saved a Life 
by Brenda Walker $24.95
When Miles Franklin-shortlisted novelist Brenda 
Walker became sick, she turned to two healers: 
doctors and books. This is the story of how she 
recovered.
The Temptress: The Scandalous Life of Alice, 
Countess De Janze by Paul Spicer $22.99
A beautifully written biography of Alice, Countess 
de Janze, the beguiling and volatile temptress of 
Kenya’s ‘White Mischief’ set of the 1940s.
Anzac Fury: The Bloody Battle of Crete, 1941 
by Peter Thompson $34.95
Tells the riveting story of how the legendary Anzac 
Corps was reformed in the heat of battle during 
World War II to fi ght a powerful and merciless foe. 
Connected: The Amazing Power of Social 
Networks and How they Shape Our Lives 
by Nicholas Christakis Pb $24.99
Is happiness catching? Are your friends making 
you fat? This is an innovative and fascinating 
exploration of how social networks operate. 

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Calling from 
outside Sydney?
Language Book 
Centre has a toll 

free number:

1800 802 432

NON-FICTION

1. The Happy Life: The Search for Contentment 
in the Modern World: Quarterly Essay #41 
by David Malouf (Pb $19.95)

2. The Force: Living Safely in a World of 
Electromagnetic Pollution 
by Lyn McLean (Tp $35.00)

3. Anne of Cleves: Henry VIII’s Discarded Bride 
by Elizabeth Norton (Pb $24.95)

4. Civilization: The West and the Rest 
by Niall Ferguson (Hb $49.95 $44.95)

5. Jerusalem: The Biography by Simon Sebag 
Montefi ore (Hb $50.00 $39.95) 

6. Gladiator: The Roman Fighter’s (Unoffi cial) 
Manual by Philip Matyszak (Hb $35.00) 

7. In Bligh’s Hand: 
Surviving the Mutiny on the Bounty 
by Jennifer Gall (Pb $34.95 $29.95) 

8. The King’s Speech: 
How One Man Saved the British Monarchy
by Mark Logue & Peter Conradi (Pb $29.95) 

9. Botany Bay: The Real Story 
by Alan Frost (Tp $32.95)

10. Franklin and Eleanor: An Extraordinary 
Marriage by Hazel Rowley (Tp $36.99)

How to Live: A Life of Montaigne in One 
Question and Twenty Attempts at an Answer 
by Sarah Bakewell $24.95
How to get on well with people, how to adjust 
to losing someone you love? How to live? This 
question obsessed Renaissance nobleman Michel 
Eyquem de Montaigne (1533-92), who wrote free-
roaming explorations of his thought. 
True Spirit: The Aussie Girl 
Who Took on the World 
by Jessica Watson $22.99
The personal story of the youngest 
person to sail around the world single-
handedly from October 2009 to May 
2010 - at the age of 16: 240 days and 
23,000 nautical miles...
The Thirties: An Intimate History of Britain 
by Juliet Gardiner $24.99
Provides a fresh perspective on that restless, 
uncertain, ambitious decade, bringing the 
complex experience of 30s Britain alive through 
newspapers, magazines, memoirs, letters and 
diaries.
The Music Instinct: How Music Works and Why 
We Can’t Do Without it by Philip Ball $24.95
Why have all human cultures - today and 
throughout history - made music? Research in 
music psychology and brain science is piecing 
together the puzzle of how our minds understand 
and respond to music.
Marathon: How One Battle Changed Western 
Civilization by Richard Billows $35.00
The modern-day marathon comes from the legend 
of Philippides, who is said to have run 26 miles 
from Marathon to Athens to deliver news of the 
Greek victory over the Persians. Yet the battle of 
Marathon has had a far greater impact.
On the Spartacus Road: 
A Spectacular Journey Through Ancient Italy 
by Peter Stothard Pb $24.99
In this inspiring and original book, the former 
editor of the Times retraces the journey taken by 
Spartacus and his army of rebels. 

FICTION

1. Five Bells by Gail Jones (Tp $29.95)
2. Room by Emma Donoghue (Pb $22.99 $17.99)
3. The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party (#12)

by Alexander McCall Smith (Hb $34.99)
4. The Little Coffee Shop of Kabul 

by Deborah Rodriguez (Tp $32.95) 
5. One of Our Thursdays is Missing 

by Jasper Fforde (Tp $32.99)
6. The Finkler Question 

by Howard Jacobson (Tp $32.99)
7. Doctor Zhivago 

by Boris Pasternak (Pb $12.95)
8. Trespass by Rose Tremain (Pb $24.95)
9. Crooked Letter, Crooked Letter 

by Tom Franklin (Tp $32.99)
10. Daughters in Law

by Joanna Trollope (Tp $32.95)
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